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COMMUNICATION 
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K£ to the above-mentioned European patent application. 

Copies of th. documents cited In tho search report are enclosed. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the tollowinfl: 

u .►.„ a „ n iir a f inn h» been Wed UP to 30 June 1999. the search foe in force before 01 July 
!£ tfSSSSl *S?JE*& appilcabie on led. - Pfflf-fe 
This applies also to the search fees repeated under Rule 46(1) EPC. 
see also OJ epO o«1999. 405. 

_ ^ abstract ww modified by the Search Division and the definitive text is attached to the 
D present communication. 
^Additional set(s, of copies of the documents cited In the European search repot is (are) enclosed 
as well. 
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Application NumDtr 
EP 99 93 3581 



the 



1. claims: W, 17, 18, 20-31 (completely) 

Method for assessing the effectiveness of nucleoside reverse 
transcriptase ant 1 retroviral therapy of an HIV-infected 
patient cognising evaluating whether a pat lent plasma 
«amnle contains nucleic add encoding HIV reverse 
tran cMp^e^HIV-RT) having a -utatl on/Insertion at codon 
69, or at codons 69, 41. 215, or at codon s 69, 62 216 or 
at codons 69, 62. 74. or at codons 69, 41, 215, 210 $210, 
75- Mi 62, 210) and method and resistance test vector for 
assessing the biological effectiveness of a candl date HIV 
ant 1 retroviral drug compound comprising a patl ent-aerivea 
«gment or reverse transcriptase which comprises a mutation 
at said codon(s). 

2. claims: 8 - 16, 19 (partially) 

Method for assessing the effectiveness of nucleoside reverse 
transcriptase ant1 retroviral therapy of an HIV-infected 
patient comprising evaluating whether a oatltnt Pi» s "J* 
sample contains nucleic add encoding HIV-RT having a 
mutation at codon 62 or at codon 62 and further codons; and 
method and/or resistance test vector for assessing the 
biological effectiveness of a candidate HIV ant 1 retroviral 
drug compound comprising a patient-derived segment of 
reverse transcriptase which comprises a mutation at said 
codon(s). 



3. claims: Claims 8-16, 19 (partially) 

Method for assessing the effectiveness of nucleoside reverse 
transcriptase ant 1 retroviral therapy of an HIV-infected 
patient comprising evaluating whether a patient plasma 
sample contains nucleic add encoding HIV-RT having a 
mutation at codon 75 or at codon 75 and further codons; and 
method and/or resistance test vector for assessing the 
biological effectiveness of a candidate HIV antlretrovlrai 
drug compound comprising a patient-derived segment of 
reverse transcriptase which comprises a mutation at said 
codons . 



4. claims: Claims 8 - 16, 19 (partially) 



page 1 of 



European Patent 
Office 



LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION 
SHEET B 



Application Number 
EP 99 93 3581 



The Sean* Division considers that the present European patent application ^ <»rnply w»j jhe 
^Semsolunlty of Invention and relates to several inventions or groups ot mentions, namely 

Method for assessing the effectiveness of nucleoside reverse 
transcriptase antlretrovlral therapy of an HIV-infected 
patient comprising evaluating whether a patient plasma 
sample contains nucleic acid encoding HI V-RT having a 
mutation at codon 77 or at codon 77 and further codons; and 
method and/or resistance test vector for assessing the 
biological effectiveness of a candidate HIV antlretrovlral 
drug compound comprising a patient-derived segment of 
reverse transcriptase which comprises a mutation at said 
codons . 



5. claims: Claims 8 - 16, 19 (partially) 

Method for assessing the effectiveness of nucleoside reverse 
transcriptase antlretrovlral therapy of an HIV-infected 
patient comprising evaluating whether a patient plasma 
sample contains nucleic acid encoding HIV-RT having a 
mutation at codon 116 or at codon 116 and further codons; 
and method and/or resistance test vector for assessing the 
biological effectiveness of a candidate HIV antlretrovlral 
drug compound comprising a patient-derived segment of 
reverse transcriptase which comprises a mutation at said 
codons. 

6. claims: Claims 8 ~ 16, 19 (partially) 

Method for assessing the effectiveness of nucleoside reverse 
transcriptase antlretrovlral therapy of an HIV-infected 
patient comprising evaluating whether a patient plasma 
sample contains nucleic acid encoding HIV-RT having a 
mutation at codon 151 or at codon 151 and further codons; 
and method and/or resistance test vector for assessing the 
biological effectiveness of a candidate HIV antlretrovlral 
drug compound comprising a patient-derived segment of 
reverse transcriptase which comprises a mutation at said 
codons. 



The single general concept possibly Unking Inventions 1 to 6 appears to 
be the provision of methods and/or products for assessing drug 
effectiveness involving HIV-RT having a mutation at a certain codon. 
Methods and/or products for assessing drug effectiveness involving HIV-RT 
having a mutation at a certain codon are already disclosed 1n the prior 
art (cf. UO 97/27332 A: p. 4, 1. 15 - p. 5, 1. 6; Tables 1 - 3; cf. 
IVERSEN A K N at al. (1996): Table 1; Cf. FITZ6IBOOM J E et a1 (1995): 
tables 1, 2: cf. DE CLERCQ E (1997): Tables 2-5). 
Therefore, the Search Division 1s of the opinion that the above defined 
single general concept lacks novelty and thus does not represent a single 
general Inventive concept. Hence, the present application lacks unity 
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N^furthe^flatures shared by the 6 inventions listed above could be 

TJffnZ JrSrUSDiS.1 ?i which H^oTp^Tnce^tn. 6 
special technical features 1n the sense of Rule JO EPC. Hence, tneo 
inventions listed above are not unitary according to Article 82 EPC. 
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